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Thieves steal cables. poles 77

for Karuma power project

The legislators say
many critical parts of
the dam have been
vandalised and the
repairs will take alot of
time to be complete.

BY MARKO TAIBOT
&TOBBIAS JOLLY OWINY

e 600Mw Karuma Hydropower
dam is unlikely to be
comumissioned for full operations
by June 2022, the Parliamentary

Committee on Environment and
Natural Resources has said.

The committee blamed this on the
vandalism of some critical equipment
of the plant including the electricity
pylons.

In an interview with Daily Monitor
at the weekend, Mr Emmanuel Otala,
the chairperson of the committee, said
fixing such gaps would take a lot of
time.

“It is useless to commission the dam
when you are not going to transmit
power to the places that need them.
The cost of repairing the vandalised
pylon is more than double the cost
of constructing it besides the time it
takes to construct it,”Mr Otala said.

“Is Karuma going to be commuissioned
because when you are repairing you
have to dig the whole thing and start
afresh? Maybe, if vandals continue
doing what they are doing we might
not. Is it [wise to] commission Karuma
and we don’t transmit power?” he
asked.

He gave an example of the 132KV
Karuma-Lira transmission line, where
26 kilometres of the 66 kilometers of
the line was vandalised.

Mr Otala said the committee will
urge the Prime Minister, Ms Robbinah
Nabbanja, to summon all the
responsible ministries to ensure that
deterrent measures are quickly put in
place to end the vandalism.

At the weekend, members
of the committee conducted a
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The ministry is coming up with
strategies including convincing the
Ministry of Trade to ban the scrap
metal business which is promoting
vandalism. We are losing huge
amounts of money due to vanda-
lism, and if it is not controlled, it
will make the economy collapse,”
Mr Okasai Opolot, the State
Minister for Energy

strategies including convincing the
Ministry of Trade to ban the scrap
metal business which is promoting
vandalism.”Mr Opolot said.

He added: “We are losing huge
amounts of money due to vandalism,
and if it is not controlled, it will make
the economy collapse.”

He said an inter-ministerial
committee consisting of the ministries
of Trade, Works, and Internal Affairs
has been formed to manage the
vandalism.

Mr Opolot added that the dam will
be commissioned in phases with the
first phase to be conducted in April
2022.

“Karuma’s six turbines will be
commissioned in phases. Two of the
turbines are set to start generating
power by the end of April 2022, at the
same time they will be commissioned
because the transmission line to
Kawanda is ready,"Mr Opolot said.

“The trial commissioning is ongoing
on the three turbines, which are fairly

JLLYQWINY ready. We expect full commissioning
by August.”he added.
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